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AES Airmen set to deploy

Photo by Staff Sgt. Grant Saylor
Master Sgt. Rebecca Cantrell (left), 446th Aeromedical Evacua-
tion Squadron, shares a laugh with Tech. Sgt. Jennifer DeMorris 
during a July UTA weekend.  Sergeant Cantrell is set to deploy 
to Bagram AB, Afghanistan this month in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, along with 20 other 446th AES Airmen.

By Tech. Sgt. Jake Chappelle
Wing Public Affairs

Air Expo attendance shatters records

The first of three consecutive 
overseas deployments for the 
446th Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron here takes place this 
month.

Twenty-one aeromedical 
evacuation specialists are set to 
deploy to Iraq, Afghanistan and 
Germany in support of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom.  

The Reservists will be split 
into teams, with eight Reserv-
ists going to Balad AB, Iraq, 
another eight Reservists going 
to Bagram AB, Afghanistan, 
and five Reservists going to 
Ramstein AB, Germany, said 
Maj. Judy Krill, the 446th AES 
unit deployment manager.   

The teams will coordinate 
the medical care and transfer of 
wounded servicemembers from 
war zones in Iraq and Afghani-
stan to Ramstein.   

“Their survivablity depends 
on us,” said Master Sgt. Rebecca 
Cantrell, 446th AES aeromedi-
cal technician. “This is a great 

opportunity for us to be part of 
a medical team that boasts the 
best patient survivability rate of 
any military conflict.”  

Sergeant Cantrell’s primary 
focus during her four-month 
deployment to Bagram will be 
operations support.  She’ll be 
responsible for crew manage-
ment and scheduling, helping to 
ensure crews fly every day.

Another group of teams will 
deploy in December, followed 
by a third group in April 2009.  

“Because we go out as a 
crew of five or eight, we’re a 
tight-knit group,” said Major 
Krill.  “We work together, play 
together, and support each other.  
It truly feels like family in this 
squadron,” she said.

For Sergeant Cantrell, this 
will be her fourth deployment 
with the 446th AES, her first 
coming during Operation Desert 
Storm.  

“Aeromedical evacuation, 
and medicine in general, has 

After the turnstile numbers were tallied, 
more than 375,000 community members 
passed through the gates for McChord 
Air Expo 2008 July 19 and 20, doubling 
previous expo figures and setting a new at-
tendance record for the base. 

“We are extremely proud of the record 
number of people that attended our Air 
Expo,” said Col. Michael Hornitschek, 62nd 
Airlift Wing vice commander. “It is inspiring 
to see how much support our community 
has for its military, especially us as Airmen. 

What a great weekend!”
The premier air show in the Northwest, 

the expo showcased the best of over 100 
static military and civilian aircraft such as 
the Air Force’s newest fighter, the F-22 Rap-
tor and pieces of living history such as the 
B-25 Mitchell “Spirit of the Pacific.”

The 446th Airlift Wing put on display 
one of the C-17s its Airmen fly, as well as the 
equipment used by the 446th Aeromedical 
Evacuation Squadron, aerial ports and the 
446th Airlift Control Flight. 

Aside from the displays, Reservists 
volunteered, officially and unofficially, to 
help make the event a success.

“I would put the number at around 150 
people,” said Lt. Col. K.B. James, 446th AW 
Air Expo coordinator. “This is an understate-
ment, because I know many people helped 
out and did things outside of 446 AW effort.  
Everyone worked really hard.  It was a big 
effort to host a show with that many people 
in attendance.

The next Air Expo is set for 2010.

See AES, Page 5
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Col. Craig Petersen

Value not just a slogan

The core value “Ser-
vice before Self” 
isn’t just an old 
cliché, some catchy 

advertising slogan, or a line 
from a Hollywood movie. It 
is a defining moral standard, a 
principle shared by all military 
members alike.  It is one of the 
three pillars of our Air Force 
Core Values.  

“Service before Self” is a 
prevailing attitude character-
ized by an Airman’s serious 
personal commitment, individ-
ual sacrifice, and unselfish de-
votion to duty, and a conscious 
willingness to accomplish the 
mission, even at the risk of 
great peril. 

Gen Ronald Fogleman, 
retired former Chief of Staff of 
the Air Force, provides insight 
into the principle of “Service 
before Self” in a 1995 Air 
Power Journal article entitled 
“The Profession of Arms.”  

In the article, General 
Fogleman describes Airmen as 
“practitioners of the Profession 
of Arms,” serving as “guard-
ians of America’s future,” and 

as ones who shoulder an awe-
some responsibility requiring 
them “to place the needs of 
the unit, service and country 
before personal concerns.”

These important thoughts 
are relevant today and apply to 
each of us as Reserve Airmen.

Contributing to the Air 
Force mission as an opera-
tional reserve entity involves 
satisfying a variety of “Service 
before Self” related expecta-
tions, which are well-defined 
and clearly articulated in the 
Air Force Reserve’s Unrivaled 
Wingman Vision document.

For Reserve members, it 
means being combat-ready 
warriors, training to the same 
standards as the Regular 
component, remaining flex-
ible and prepared to volunteer, 
understanding participation 
frequency, providing mutual 
support to the Air Force and 
joint partners, and acknowl-
edging the ethos of One Air 
Force, Same Fight.   

“Service before Self” for 
Reserve members also requires 
continued focus on cultivating 
and developing strong “fam-
ily-employer-Reserve connec-
tions” and programs. 

In a May 2006 Letter to 
Airmen on the subject of Ser-
vice Before Self, the Secretary 
of the Air Force emphasized, 
“Service Before Self begins 
with duty … and in our Air 
Force, as we fly and fight … 
going above-and-beyond the 
call of duty is not the excep-
tion—it is the rule.”   

As you accomplish your 
duties, please take time to 
reflect on the thoughts of our 
leadership.  Carefully study 
and fully utilize the Air Force 
Reserve’s Unrivaled Wingman 
Vision document.

By Col. Craig Petersen
446th Mission Support Group

Photo by Abner Guzman

Welcome!
Master Sgt. Lenny De-
boma, right, from the 
446th Security Forces 
Squadron,   shakes 
hands with Secretary of 
Defense Robert Gates 
July 7 when the secre-
tary visited McChord. 
Along with its active-
duty counterpart, the 
446th Airlift Wing had 
representatives avail-
able to brief the secre-
tary on the wing’s role 
in the global war on ter-
rorism.
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Employer Orientation Day
Oct. 4, 2008

Return this completed form to:
446th AW/PA
1205 12th St., Room 125
McChord AFB WA 98438-1320
Fax: (253) 982-0078
E-mail: 446aw.pa@mcchord.af.mil
DEADLINE: Sept. 12

Office use only
Date received 
Primary/Standby

Reservist’s Information
Rank/Name Unit Duty Phone

Home address: Home E-mail:

City: State: Zip Code:

Home phone: Civilian work phone:

**SSAN: My military status Oct. 4 will be:  UTA or Orders (circle one)

Employer’s Information

Supervisor’s courtesy title/full name (Mr./Mrs/Ms.)

Supervisor’s job title/position:

Company Name:

E-mail address:

**SSAN:

Business address:

City: State: Zip code:

Business phone: Home phone:

Emergency contact name/Relationship Daytime phone:

I acknowledge I am responsible for notifying my  military supervisor if my employer will attend. I will be on duty status 
Oct. 4. I will provide a workplace tour for my supervisor. There is no charge for my employer’s lunch. My employer has 
not participated in an Employer Orientation Day.

Reservist’s signature Date

**PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT: Information requested is affected by the Privacy Act of 1974. Authority for requesting this information from you is Title 10, U.S. 
Code, Section 8012 (Secretary of the Air Force, Powers and Duties Delegated by) and Executive Order 9397 (Numbering System for Federal Accounts Relating to 
Individual Persons). This information is required to manifest passengers for a C-17 orientation flight. Social Security Number is used to make positive identification of 
the individual applicant. Disclosure is voluntary. However, participants will be denied boarding for the C-17 orientation flight without the requested information.

August 2008 The 446th Associate Press

�



High flights, cool sights at Air Expo

More than 150 446th Airlift Wing Reservists volunteered 
at the 2008 Air Expo July 19-20. CLOCKWISE: Tech. Sgt. 
Michael Shaudis, 446th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron, 
explains the AES equipment and mission to visitors on 
the 446th AW’s C-17 static display.  Chaplain (Maj.)Patrick 
Travers serves up some food for hungry guests. Tech. Sgt. 
Kenneth Ake talks to guests about joining the Air Force 
Reserve. Bill Braack races down the runway with the Air 
Force Jet Car, besting the MiG aircraft he was racing. 

Photos by Staff Sgt. Grant Saylor
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AES
Continued from Page 1

Military service provides citizenship

The process just got easier for foreign 
nationals to become U.S. citizen Airmen.

U.S. citizenship application forms, 
checklists and other supporting documents 
recently became available through the 
Virtual Personnel Center-Guard Reserve 
link on the Air Reserve Personnel Center 
Web site.

“Before it was just an active-duty focus,” 
said Tech. Sgt. James Murphy. “Now we’re 
taking a total force approach because the 
Reserve and Guard are essential to every-
thing the Air Force does today.” Sergeant 
Murphy serves as the NCO in charge of 
military customer service representatives at 

AFPC’s Air Force Contact Center, Randolph 
AFB, Texas and as the citizenship liaison 
between the Air Force and U.S. Customs 
and Immigration Service.

Senior Airman Olga Fedorovskaya is 
one Airman who is in the process of becom-
ing a U.S. citizen through the total force 
application. Airman Fedorovskaya is an 
air transportation apprentice with the 86th 
Aerial Port Squadron here who moved to 
Washington from Sevastopol, Ukraine eight 
years ago.

“I go to Peninsula Community College, 
but I plan to get a degree in finance from the 
University of Washington and get a full-time 
job,” said Airman Fedorovskaya. “Being a 
U.S. citizen will help me do it.”

Airman Fedorovskaya decided to fol-

low in her brother’s footsteps by joining the 
military and applying for her citizenship. 
Although he went into the Army, she found 
the Air Force process smoother.

“The people at ARPC helped me put 
together my application,” said Airman Fe-
dorovskaya. “They also checked in on me 
throughout the process to make sure it was 
going smooth.”

One way the process is smoother is 
because Sergeant Murphy personally sends 
out about 900 e-mails with information on 
the naturalization process.

“We’re here to help all Air Force team 
members get their foot in the door,” said 
Sergeant Murphy. “If a problem arises after 
the documents are sent to USCIS, we can 
assist by checking on the status of their 
packet and by speeding the process along 
if need be.”

Another way that the process is smoother 
is that servicemembers who apply for citi-
zenship don’t have to pay the $675 natural-
ization application fee or wait the five years 
required for civilians to start the process.

“It’s an honor to be able to help my fel-
low Airmen become true Americans, since 
the advantages of citizenship are so clear,” 
said Sergeant Murphy. “Without their U.S. 
citizenship, they can’t re-enlist, vote or get 
security clearances.”

“I’ll have more freedom once I am a 
U.S. citizen,” said Airman Fedorovskaya. 
“I don’t have to hide anything about who 
I am in America. I can be myself and that 
means a lot to me.”

For more information on citizenship 
procedures, call the Air Force Contact Cen-
ter at (800) 616-3773. On-line information 
can be found on the secure sites of the Air 
Force Personnel Center and Air Reserve 
Personnel Center.

(Richard Salomon, Air Force Personnel 
Center public affairs, contributed to this 
article.)

By Tech. Sgt. Jake Chappelle
Wing Public Affairs

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Jake Chappelle
Senior Airman Olga Fedorovskaya, 86th Aerial Port Squadron, drives a vehicle in the 
aerial port warehouse. The Air Force Reserve Personnel Center is currently aiding 
Airman Fedorovskaya in gaining her U.S. citizenship from the Ukraine.

come so far,” said Sergeant 
Cantrell.  “People don’t die in 
the field like they used to and to 
know that we have a part in that 
advancement is truly satisfying,” 
she said.

Sergeant Cantrell’s sacrifice 
as a Reservist is a family affair.  
Her husband, Master Sgt. Larry 
Cantrell, is a loadmaster with 
the 728th Airlift Squadron and 
has been on active duty since 
Sept. 11.  

Barring a deployment of 

his own, he will look after the 
couple’s three children while 
his wife serves overseas. An 
opportunity she relishes.

“I have the coolest job in 
the Air Force,” said Sergeant 
Cantrell. “The AES career field 
has become such a part of me, 

I can’t think of doing anything 
else.”

That’s good news for injured 
servicemembers, whose lives 
will be in the hands of competent 
specialists from the Air Force 
Reserve.
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Days to 
remember
Aug.1, 1968 
Headquarters Air 
Force Reserve, 
a field operating 
agency, replaced 
the Continental 
Air Command at 
Robins AFB, Ga.  

Hooking Up
Airman 1st Class Ty-
ler Akers, 86th Aerial 
Port Squadron, se-
cures the restraints 
for an equipment 
trailer on a C-17. 
Airman Akers was 
one of 34 Reservists 
from McChord re-
cently participated 
in Patriot Hook 2008 
at March ARB, Calif. 
Patriot Hook is a 
yearly large scale 
air mobility exercise 
involving Air Force 
Reserve Command 
airlift control flights, 
flying units and aeri-
al ports. 

Promotions
Senior Master Sergeant
Wendy Hutchins, 86th APS

Master Sergeant
Daniel Garvida, 446th CES
Cheryl Hedges, 446th AW

Technical Sergeant
Christina Burkart, 446th OSF
George Cronin, 446th AMXS
Thomas Litteer, 97th AS
Robert Marshall, 446th MXS

Staff Sergeant
Dale Dixon Jr., 36th APS
Travis Garrison, 446th SFS
Eleanor Hugheswarner, 36th APS
John Kernan, 36th APS
Aaron Schackart, 86th APS
Marc Smith, 86th APS
Eric Toves, 446th MXS

Senior Airman
Tanner Bugger, 446th AMXS
Krystil Reinstadler, 446th AES
Michael Rodriguez, 446th AMXS
Melissa Terwilliger, 446th SFS

Airman First Class
Jaime Cochran, 446th AMDS
Kristina Hansen, 446th AMDS
Benjamin Jenkins, 446th CES

Newcomers
Lieutenant Colonel
John Crippen, 446th AW

Senior Master Sergeant
Stacey Sweat, 446th AW

Master Sergeant
Scott Gates, 446th AMDS

Technical Sergeant
Eric Frye, 446th MXS
David Klopp, 446th AW
Casey Monroe, 446th AMXS
Daniel Mueller, 446th AMXS

Staff Sergeant
Peter Ahn, 446th SFS
Nicholas Immler, 446th AMXS
Terrence Kick, 86th APS
Vaughn Roadruck, 36th APS
Sharon Salvador, 446th AW
Ashaundei Smith, 446th AMXS
Taylor Travers, 446th AMDS
Shannon Ward, 446th ASTS
Ronald Wilson, 446th AMXS
Thomas Workman, 446th AMXS

Senior Airman
Tonya Ames, 446th MSS
Jacqueline Bruner, 446th AMDS
Allie Crossett, 446th MSS
Edward Crossett, 446th MXS
Travis Elmore, 446th MXS

Alfredo Garza, 446th SFS
Ty Hatch, 36th APS
Scott Julian, 446th AMXS
Elijah Leonard, 446th AMXS
Douglas Ludtke, 446th AMXS
Peter Olsufka, 728th
James Rudy, 36th APS
Patrick Thomas, 446th AMXS
John Todd, 446th AMXS
Jamikia Young, 446th AES
Jefferey Young, 36th APS

Airman First Class
Joseph Schuessler, 313th AS

Airman
Ignacio Rodriguez, 36th APS

Retirements
Lieutenant Colonel
William Nelson, 97th AS

Senior Master Sergeant
Kirk Almquist, 446th SFS

Master Sergeant
Theodore Stanley, 446th MOF

Technical Sergeant
William Curtis, 446th AMXS
Wayne Looney, 86th APS
Eduardo Paraiso, 446th MXS
Bruce Weaver, 86th APS
Charles Zimmerman, 36th APS

Photo by Senior Airman Erica J. Knight
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What character attributes 
have you gained from being 
in the Air Force Reserve?

In
d

e
p

e
n

d
e

n
t

I am more self-suf-
ficient and more 
independent. 

H
e

lp
fu

l Making good use of 
my skills not just for 
helping the squad-
ron but for anyone 
who requires them.

G
u

id
a

n
c

e

I learned how to 
work with individu-
als and help the 
airmen who work 
with me and give 
guidance in their 
personal lives as 
best as possible.

D
e

p
e

n
d

a
b

ili
ty

Integrity, honesty 
and dependability, 
these attributes 
have made me 
feel more grateful 
towards those who 
have served before 
me.

 Senior Airman Kyle Endof-Horn 
97th Airlift Squadron 

 Senior Airman Gabriela Velez Moya 
313th Airlift Squadron 

Senior Master Sgt. Cliff Pethram  
446th Civil Engineer Squadron

 Master Sgt. Lean Crawford 
446th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron

All Reservists required to 
recertify BAH by end of October

All Reservists are reminded it is time for 
BAH recertification.  Recertification is to be 
completed no later than Oct. 31.

Senate confirms new leaders
The U.S. Senate confirmed on Aug. 1 

Gen. Norton Schwartz, a 35-year veteran, 
to be the 19th AIr Force Chief of Staff.

Gen. Duncan McNabb, who also was 
confirmed Aug. 1, assumes command of 
the U.S. Transportation Command from 
General Schwartz.

Acting Secretary of the Air Force 
Michael Donley has been nominated as 
Secretary of the Air Force, but has not 
been confirmed as of Aug. 1.

Class teaches art of helping 
others through mentoring

The 446th Maintenance Group hosts 
a mentoring class once a quarter.  The 
one-hour class provides instructional intro-
duction to the practical application of the 
processes, procedures and expectations of 
mentoring. 

The next class will be held during the 
August B UTA, with another class set for 
November. The class will be conducted in 
Bldg. 1142, upstairs in the Blue auditorium 
at 9:30 a.m.. Reservists from all units are 
welcomed to attend.  For more information 
please contact Master Sgt. Rafael Ber-
man or Master Sgt. LuCinda Oglesby at 
982-1081.

Authorization act increases 
inactive duty points accrual

The 2008 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act increased the number of inactive 
duty points from 90 to 130 that can be 
accrued for retirement in a year.  This law 
is not retroactive and allows accrual of 130 
points for the retirement/retention year that 
includes Oct. 30, 2007.  If Airmen have 
a retirement/retention year that ends on 
or before Oct. 29, 2007, they can earn a 
maximum of 90 days.  If their retention/
retirement year ends on or after Oct. 30, 
2007, they can earn up to 130 points.

Family Days for groups, 
squadrons set for August

Family Days are set for the following 
units on the dates listed:

Aug. 23 - 446th Maintenance Group at 
Holiday Park

- 446th Security Forces Squadron at 
Holiday Park.

- 446th Aerospace Medicine Squadron 
at Bldg. 691.

Fitness screenings limited to 
Saturday on Reserve weekends

Effective immediately, the 446th Aero-
space Medicine Squadron will see Reserv-
ists for fitness screenings only from 1-3 
p.m.. on Saturday of the UTAs.  

Military personnel flight closes  
an extra day each week for now

The 446th Mission Support Squad-
ron Military Personnel Flight has been 
conducting an audit of the unit personnel 
record groups in preparation for conver-
sion from paper to electronic records.  The 
scheduled shipment date is currently Aug. 
29. In order to meet this deadline, the 
MPF will be now be closed on Wednesday 
(and continue to be closed on Thursday), 
until all unit personnel record groups have 
shipped.

Care and Share Golf Tournament
The 446th Airlift Wing Care and Share 

Golf Tournament is scheduled for Aug. 15 
and you can help make it a big success.  
Volunteers are needed for the golf tourna-
ment that supports the wing’s program that 
provides assistance to Reserve Airmen. 

If you are interested, contact Senior 
Master Sgt. Mary Smith, 97th AS, at 
982-3540, or Carl Supplee, director of the 
Airman and Family Readiness Office at 
982-5330. 

 
446th Employer Orientation Day

The next 446th Airlift Wing Employer 
Orientation Day will be Oct. 4. Look for 
applications for nominating your boss or 
human resources advisor in the August  
issue of the 446th Associate Press and 
online at www.446aw.afrc.af.mil.  The Web 
site is a public site can be accessed from 
any computer.

Military Family Support March 
set for Sept. 13 in Lacey

The 6th Annual Military Family Support 
March will be Sept. 13 in Lacey, Wash.  
Start time is 9 a.m.  Reservists and their 
families are invited and encouraged to par-
ticipate in the event.  Donations are gladly 
accepted, but not required.  The 446th 
AW’s own Airmen and Family Readiness 
Flight’s family support programs benefit 
from this event.

During the years, the Military Fam-
ily Support March has raised more than 
$200,000, all of which was used to help 
military families.

For more information, visit the web site 
www.militaryfamilymarch.com or call Public 
Affairs at 982-3330.
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Daily ORM keeps Airmen safe
By Tech. Sgt. Jake Chappelle

Wing Public Affairs

With 101 Critical Days of 
summer, Memorial Day 
through Labor Day, well in 
swing, it is easy for Airmen 

to leave operational risk management off 
their everyday activities.

“ORM doesn’t always stop on week-
days at 4:30 p.m.,” said Lt. Col. Kevin 
Welin, 446th Airlift Wing chief of safety. 
“You must always be smart and apply 
ORM to your everyday activities.”

Operational risk management is a 
decision-making process to systemati-
cally evaluate possible courses of action 
by identifying risks and benefits, and 
determine the best course of action for any 
given situation. The ultimate goal is to 
enhance mission effectiveness at all levels, 
while preserving assets and safeguarding 
health and welfare.

“ORM is basically applied common 
sense,” said Colonel Welin. “There are 
plenty of things to do in the summer. No 
matter what activity you choose, the situa-
tion has to be assessed.”

ORM can be broken down into three 
easy steps: assess the risk, consider op-
tions to limit unnecessary risk, and take 
appropriate action. All an Airman has to 
do is “ACT.”

According to the Air Force Safety 
Center, there have already been 30 off-
base Airmen fatalities, mostly from ac-
cidents, this year.

“There is an average of about five 
fatalities involving motorcycles during the 
period between Memorial Day and Labor 
Day,” said Colonel Welin. “These are 
the prime months for motorcycle riding. 
Closer to each holiday, the fatalities have 
been alcohol related.”

“Riding a motorcycle on Interstate 5 
during Friday night rush hour traffic, on a 
holiday weekend, is like asking your wife 
if it is okay to go fishing with the boys on 
Saturday, your anniversary,” said Colo-
nel Welin. “You have to ask yourself if 
you feel ‘lucky.’ Is the potential outcome 
worth the risk?”

The Air Force Safety Center reports 
that in 2007, motor vehicle accidents 
accounted for most of the fatalities, with 
eight mishaps due to cars and other four-

wheeled vehicles, and another six due 
to motorcycles. Some factors in these 
mishaps included speeding and not using 
seatbelts or helmets. Alcohol was a factor 
in two incidents.

An article written by Lt. Col. Lew 
Harding, 940th Air Refueling Wing chief 
of safety at Beale AFB, Calif., illustrates 
that motorcycle riders should be aware 
of the risks. Just when a rider thinks he’s 
seen it all, he’ll see something new.

According to Colonel Harding, a rider 
should follow these basic rules:

A Don’t mix motorcycling with 
any intoxicant, including alcohol or any 
prescription or over the counter drugs that 
may cause drowsiness.

A Speed and tricks kill. Follow the 
speed limit and don’t weave in and out of 
traffic.

A Riders should follow the front, 
rear, left and right zones of their bike. 
Keep an open zone for an escape maneu-
ver.

A Maintain the motorcycle because 
a rider’s life depends on it.

A Attend motorcycle training.
Proactive training in motorcycle riding 

is the key, said Colonel Welin. 
Puget Sound Safety offers classes 

taught on Fort Lewis for novice, interme-
diate and experienced riders. For more 
information, call them at (253) 531-4585.

For questions or more safety informa-
tion, contact the 446th Wing Safety Office 
at 253-982-2050.

           “There is an average of   
           about five fatalities 
           involving motorcycles 
           during the period between  
           Memorial Day and Labor 
           Day... Closer to each 
           holiday, the fatalities have
           been alcohol related.”

	 -	Lt.	Col.	Kevin	Welin
																446th	Airlift	Wing,	
																					Chief	of	Safety
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