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First Lt. Darien Soleimany, 446th Mission Support Squadron, works in the Survival
Recovery Center during the Operational Readiness Exercise in Gulfport, Miss.

Innovator earns cash

1st Lt. Larry Kohlman
@ Wing Public Affairs

313th Airlift Squadron pilot re-

ceived the 2004 Air Force Exceptional

Innovator Award April 7, for hissug-
gestion that changed some procedural in-
strument flight routes in Afghanistan.

Maj. Michael Haedt was deployed for
three months in 2004 as the chief of C-17
plans inaCombined Air Operations Center.
Hewas challenged by the need for the 22nd
Marine Expeditionary Unit to redeploy into
Afghanistan in ashorter timeframe.

“1 was searching for away to reduce the

amount of time it took to fly into the coun-
try,” said Major Haedt.
He came up with asimple way to reroute
air traffic going into and out of the theater.
TheAir Forcerewardsmemberslike Ma-
jor Haedt who go the extramile and provide
suggestions that save valuable resources.
Through the Innovative Development
through Employee Awareness program, the
major received $10,000 for hissuggestion.
Hisnew routes save morethan 1,500 flight
hoursannually, reducing flight time by one
hour and nine minutes for a C-17 and two
hoursfor aC-130.

By Staff Sgt. Wendy Beauchaine
€ Wing Public Affairs

n the eve of a full moon with tem-
Operatur% in the mid-seventies, ev-

erything appears calm when sud-
denly the crackle of speakers and a loud
voicebreak the serenity. “ Exercise, exercise,
exercise...,” boomsthe speaker.

Fifteen 446th Airlift Wing Reservists,
mostly working the 12-hour night shift, were
ready at theforewhen the Operational Readi-
ness Exercise kicked off in Gulfport, Miss.,,
March 21-25.

With an Operational Readiness Inspec-
tion dated for May, the exercise provided an
opportunity for the 446th AW to send Re-
servists through atrial run. They were able
to work with the other attending wings and
iron out procedures, information and stan-
dards ahead of the actual inspection.

“1 think thisis good training for deploy-
ing,” said Col. Rodney Bryan, 446th Mis-
sion Support Group commander, serving as
theexercisenight shift commander. “I’ m con-
fident our people can do our jobs because
of the training we do here at McChord.”

The exercise spanned five days, but the
training really began several months prior.
Meetings were held to organize how Mc-
Chord Reservists would augment Airmen
fromthe43rd Airlift Wing, Pope AFB, N.C.,
the lead wing for the inspection, and other
participating units. Training classes and
weapons familiarization classes were con-
ducted to further prepare Reservists.

“Thisismy first exerciseand fromwhat |
saw, wewereableto still functioninapinch,
even if we didn’t have all the necessities,”
said Senior Airman Stacy Elwess, 446th Civil

See IGX, Page 4
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Preparation is key for an
exercise or safe summer

By Col. Eric Crabtree
€ Wing Commander

| would call the pre-gamewarm-up for the

“101 Critical Daysof Summer.” Most of us
have heard about that infamous time period our
wholeAir Force careers. It isthe dreaded time
when more of us get injured than any other time
of the year due to increased activity and risks
we taketo maximize our enjoyment of an
opportunity to enjoy the warm weather.

I think acritical point to recognizeiswe can
reduce our chances of being injured by starting
early to prepare ourselves, our equipment and
our planning. Each of these areas require a
certain amount of focus and time. The trouble
is, itishard to focus and prepare until the time
for departure or action is upon us. As busy as
weall are, long term preparation seemstoo

: much of aluxury to

The topic for discussion this month is what

even be considered.
Thetruthis, the

We have had a activity or event
lot of opera- would be even more
. p enjoyableif we

tional risk squeezed out that

management preparatory timein

lectures and advance.

training. It is So how do you
& prepare and make

time to put it to
practical use in
our personal
lives.

sure you and your
family or friendswill
get full enjoyment
out of your leisure
time? You have to do
the same thing you
do to succeed in
your military careers; prepare aplan of action
andtimelineand stick to it.

We have had alot of operational risk
management lecturesand training. It istimeto
put it to practical usein our personal lives.

To prepareyourself, makeaplanto getin
physical condition for whatever activity you
plan to try. Many people get injured trying to
take on an activity they haven’'t worked to get
ready to execute. If you're going hiking, don’t

Eric Crabtree

exceed adistance or
degree of difficulty
you can handle.
Often, those
activitiesthat ook
great in the
magazine or on
television are not
so great if you
approach them with
no pre-activity
preparation. You
just end up sore
and frustrated; if
you're lucky and
you don’t injure
yourself.

To prepare your equipment, make aplan to
check it out well in advance. That way if it needs
repair or parts, you have plenty of timeto procure
them and get them installed. How many of you
know someone who owns a boat and had
catastrophic mechanical problems on thefirst
outing of the warm season because they didn’t
bother to do a thorough inspection before they
launched? This lack of preparation can not only
be frustrating, it can put you and your family in
danger.

Lastly, prepare aplan for whatever activity you
choose to take up that will allow you adequate
rest and not overstress your driving or physical
activity capacity.

Don't launch on the long leg on a great trip late
on aFriday afternoon after afull day of work.
You'll only frustrate yourself and end up tired and
grouchy at the start of a vacation. Plan to get
adequate rest and nutrition through all phases of
your time off and you will enjoy it morethan ever.
A big part of leisure activity is supposed to be
relaxation, not more stress.

Prior planning really does prevent poor
performance and if you start early enough, you
can createthe environment for maximum enjoy-
ment of whatever you choose to undertake.

Asyou start hearing the rumblings of those
101 critical days messages, use that as your cue to
start your pre-game warm-up and be ready for the
big outing when the time comes.



Members of the 446th Airlift Control Flight and search and rescue volunteers of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency work together to confirm measurements of
the C-17 during a test load of a box truck and tractor.

Photos by 2nd Lt. LaVonne Johnson
Tech. Sgt. Bruce Perkins, 446th Airlift Con-
trol Flight, directs the loading of a Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s box
truck March 7 onto a C-17.

Reserve, FEMA learn to work in sync

By 2nd Lt. LaVonne Johnson
€ Wing Public Affairs

P repare. Prepare. Prepare some more.

Thisiswhat military and civilian per-

sonnel do in preparation for national
andinternational emergencies. Whenthetwo
entities have to work together, coordination
and preparation become morecritical.

Right after Sept. 11, 2001, local Federa
Emergency Management Agency volunteers
used Air Forceaircraft to deliver their equip-
ment and supplies to New York. The Air
Force was able to accommodate FEMA,
however, FEMA was disappointed in the
amount of timeit took to | oad the equipment
and supplies.

To help repair thisrelationship, Tech. Sgt.
Bruce Perkins, 446th Airlift Control Flight af-
filiation manager and loadmaster, began com-
munications with FEMA shortly after he
started hisair reserve technician positionin
December 2003. “I amtrying to smooth those
relations over — to get a good relationship
going between the Air Force and the Pierce
County FEMA,” Sergeant Perkins said.

As the affiliation manager, Sergeant
Perkinsisresponsible for managing the Af-
filiation Program, whichinvolvestraining and
certifying 14 affiliates consisting of armed
forces and civilian organizations, including
FEMA,, inload planning and palletizing for
military aircraft.

To help develop mutual understanding
and to make sure loading of equipment and
suppliestakestheleast amount of time, mem-
bers of the Air Force Reserve and the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency got
together on March 7 for atest load.

Six search and rescue volunteers, who
would be activated during a national emer-
gency by FEMA, arrived herewith an empty
tractor trailer and a box truck loaded with
plywood. The plywood was used to adjust
the C-17 ramp for the loading of thetrucks.

ThomasMiner, the FEMA team’sprogram
manager, said thisisthefirst timein the coun-
try atractor trailer and abox truck were be-
ing test loaded onto any aircraft. “The pur-
pose isto shorten the time (it takes) and re-
duce the packing, unloading and repacking
(of FEMA equipment),” Mr. Miner said.

Ed Wood, who is Sergeant Perkins' pri-
mary contact at FEMA and an Army reserv-
ist, said they wanted to get a visual and to
see if the book measurements were reality,
and to talk to the loadmaster.

After measuring the tractor trailer, both
organizations concluded the trailer of the
tractor was two inches too tall. They dis-
cussed different options, including deflat-
ing the tires, but Sergeant Perkins said he
didn’t want to jeopardize theintegrity of the
tires. However, thetractor and the box truck
didfit.

Mr. Wood said helearned alot about both
trucks and the measurements of the C-17.
Healso said our organizations are absolutely
closer after working together as ateam.

“The biggest thing is we improved rela-
tions,” Sergeant Perkinssaid. “They havea
game plan now.”

Tech. Sgt. Pat Whelan, 446th ALFC com-
munications and aerospace ground equip-
ment manager, who was the safety supervi-
sor during the test load, described the rela
tionship as* professionalsworking with pro-
fessionals.”
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Two come to aid of
exercise teammate

By Staff Sgt. Wendy Beauchaine
€ Wing Public Affairs

helast thing she heard before panic
set in wasthe click of afaulty snap
on her helmet.

Likewatching aslow-motion scenein
amovie, Master Sgt. NerissaDel Rosario,
alogistics planner in the 446th Logistics
Readiness Flight, saw her co-worker reach
for her helmet strap, snapping it in place
while she attempted to wave him off.

Then, panic set in asher breathing was
compromised.

The incident took place during an
Operational Readiness Exercise in
Gulfport, Miss., March 21-25.

Twofellow 446th Airlift Wing Reserv-
ists, seeing a commotion, rushed to aid
Sergeant Del Rosario’said.

Sergeant Del Rosario had experienced
a problem with her helmet strap earlier
during the week of the exercise. She had
intended to correct the problem when she
returned to McChord, but a co-worker
from Pope AFB had snapped the strap
onto the helmet when alarm blue sounded,
signifying aMission Oriented Protective
Posture Level Four.

“When he snapped it together, it was
choking me,” said Sergeant Del Rosario.
“Ifeltlikel couldn’t breatheand | started
to panic because | couldn’t catch my
breath, and | knew | couldn’t get the strap
off.”

Across the room, Tech. Sgt. Jon
Adams, asatellite communi cationstelem-
etry systems craftsmen in the 446th Air-
lift Control Flight, saw her pulling at her
strap frantically.

“She had come to me earlier in the
week,” hesaid. “Her strap wasvery diffi-
cult to adjust, and wouldn’t come undone
until 1 yanked on it pretty hard. Then
someone yelled something about a real-
world situation and | figured shewas hav-
ing a problem; but no onein her section
wasdoing anything. | jumped upto help.”

Tech. Sgt. Patrick Acuna, also fromthe
446th ALCEF, ran to assist Sergeant
Adams.
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“Sergeant
A dams
reached un-
der the table
and pulled
her up,” said
Sergeant
Acuna. “I
saw her eyes
and she
looked like
she would
lose it — she
looked lost.”

The two
ALCF mem-
bers attempted to detach the hel met strap,
but it wouldn’t come undone.

“It just wouldn’t come off,” said Ser-
geant Adams. “ Sergeant Acuna handed
me aknife, and | just cut the strap off.”

The whole time they spent working
on her helmet, the two Reservists kept
reassuring her that everything would be
okay.

“1 remember them telling me to stay
cam,” said Sergeant Del Rosario. “| kept
telling myself | wasokay, but I’'m not used
to feeling like I’'m not in control of the
situation. | just panicked. | felt likel was
choking, so | had to keep concentrating
on telling myself to breathe.”

“The minute we cut off the strap, she
regained composure,” said Sergeant
Acuna, an eight-year veteran in the Re-
serve.

Sergeants Acuna's and Adams’ ac-
tions not only allowed Sergeant Del
Rosario to regain her composure, they
allowed her to maintain her dignity.

“They didn’'t hover over me or any-
thing,” shesaid. “| wasembarrassed. I'm
very self sufficient, and | have never felt
anything likethisbefore. Theseguysare
great. | haven't felt like less of a person
and now, wejust joke about it.”

Situational awarenessand looking af-
ter your own are key elements to any
successful military operation. Just ask
these three Reservists.

Johnson
Master Sgt. Nerissa
Del Rosario

NEws
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Continued from Page 1

Engineering Squadron readinesstechnician.
“That's why we do this. To find out what
our faultsare and fix them.”

One day prior to outprocessing, CES
folks conducted an ability to survive and
operate, or ATSO, refresher course for the
exercise participants.

“Qur shop supervisor (Master Sgt. Ed
McMillion) is always on top of things, like
organizing ATSO training and making sure
we have everything we need,” Airman
Elwesssaid. “It's so hel pful to have asuper-
visor be so involved.”

One of the key concepts during an ORE
isto ensure people can still function and do
their jobs during any situation that might
cometheir way.

“Thefield experienceisalwaysalearning
experience because we're doing it with dif-
ferent people,” said Senior Master Sgt. Jeff
Ellison, assistant chief of 446th Mission Sup-
port Squadron’s military personnel flight.
Sergeant Ellison has been on exercises and
inspections like this at least 10 timesin his
career.

A newbieto the 446th AW, 1st Lt. Kristi
Porter, a Gig Harbor native, worked in the
Survival Recovery Center, where she saw the
big picture of the exercise.

“It helped me learn what each squadron,
down to each section, contributes to win-
ningthewar,” said Lieutenant Porter, areadi-
ness officer from the 446th L ogistics Readi-
ness Flight.

Inadditiontojobtrainingand ATSO train-
ing, apositive attitude is another critical as-
set to have.

“McChord’ smoralewas probably the best
out there — many people said we were the
only oneshappy,” said Mg. Bill Pelster, 446th
MSG deputy commander. During the exer-
cise, hewasthe SRC director.

“1 learned that more than 20 units can
come together in less than a day and be an
effectiveteam,” hesaid.

Airmen in the SRC are responsible for
ensuring the wing can survive and operate
during enemy attacks. The SRC had to com-
bat scenarios with sniper teams, special
forcesteams, enemy air attacks, missile shots
and mortar attacks.

“McChord did outstanding,” Major
Pelster said. “ The inspectors said we took a
beating all night long and we did agood job.
That'sreally great feedback, because at the
end of the day, you don’'t know how you
did, you just know you survived.”
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f’ackmg up

Staff Sgts. Anthony Walker, left, and Michael Beswick, 36th Aerial Port Squadron, install a pallet top net, completing the pallet build
up process and weighing of Disaster Mobilization Team equipment for Ultimate Caduceus ‘05.

Aerial port Airmen
prepare disaster
medical equipment
for ‘Ultimate’ joint
exercise

Airmen from the
36th, 86th and 62nd
Aerial Port Squadrons
came together as a
team to pack, weigh
and load about
22,000 pounds of
disaster response
equipment used by
the Federal Emer-
gency Management’s
Disaster Mobilization
Team during an
Ultimate Caduceus
exercise March 18-
23. For more on the
Tech. Sgt. Amy Hinde, 82nd Aerial Port Squadron, Travis _ Photos by Sandra Pishner U.S. Transportation
AFB, Calif., spots a forklift carrying equipment to the ~Master Sgt. Patrick McMullen, 86th Aerial - command exercise,

scales for weighing and installing of pallet nets. Ser- Port Squadron, inspects hazardous ma-
geant Hinde is attached to the 36th APS here for training. ~ terials during the jointinspection process. see Pages 6 & 7.
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Photo by Senior Airman Nick Przybyciel
Technical Sgt. Dirk Gillespie, 86th Aerial Port Squadron, loads mannequins aboard a
C-17 for the exercise Ultimate Caduceus April 23. Mannequins represented patients
and were aeromedically evacuated to Spokane for disbursement to civilian hospitals.

Photo by Kevin Tosh
Capts. Carole Hnatovic and Giles Durano, nurses assigned to the 446th Aero-
medical Staging Squadron, complete patient assessments in the Contingency
Aeromedical Staging Facility set up on McChord in Hangar 5. Assessments
update patient conditions prior to aeromedical evacuation aboard the C-17.
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Airmen with the 446th Aeromedical Staging Squ:
Blackhawk helicopter for transport back to the
Facility.

From Japan to

Medical evacuation
brings military, civili

By Senior Airman Nick Przybyciel
€ Wing Public Affairs

The patient Senior Airman Brianne

Rembert istaking care of isabit

different from the type she normally
treatsat her civilian job at Mary Bridge
Hospital in Tacoma. Most notably, he's
made of plastic.

However, a not-so-keen observer would
be hard pressed to tell, asthe care adminis-
tered to the mannequin by Airman
Rembert of the 446th Aeromedical Staging
Squadron and the rest of the Airmen
participating in Ultimate Caduceuswas
akin to the type that their fleshy counter-
parts would receive.

Ultimate Caduceusisabi-annual
exercise sponsored by U.S. Transportation
Command, which is designed to test the
Department of Defense’s ability to
distribute a surge of patientsto civilian
medical facilities should alarge disaster
occur. Reservists throughout the 446th
Airlift Wing joined with numerouscivilian
agenciesthisyear, making McChord AFB a
central hubin the exercise.

Lt. Cmdr. Cipriano Pineada, U.S.
TRANSCOM, explained theimportance of
the exercise. “With the Global War on
Terrorism, it'sextremely important to test

our al
majol
Cadu

Tr
Force
pickil
south
Yoko
simul
comp
woul

Fri
porte
Squa
were
for. L
were
and fl
and B
disast

TF
the e
that it
Mane
tionT

DI
variol
areat
shoul
Cadu
betwe



Photo by Kevin Tosh
adron carry a patient from an Army
Contingency Aeromedical Staging

Spokane

exercise

Photo by Senior Airman Nick Przybyciel
All patients were tagged with vital
patient information and medical
condition. A new system was tested
to track patients as they moved from
the military medical system to the
civilian medical system.

ans together

ility to take care of victimsintwo
“theatresof conflict. Ultimate
ceus has brought us that capability.”

Photo by Senior Airman Nick Przybyciel
Senior Airman Melissa Boos, 446th Aeromedical Evacuation
Squadron aeromedical technician, floor loads and secures a
mannequin patient on the C-17.

e scenario put forth this year had Air
 aeromedical evacuation squadrons
g up injured U.S. personnel in

ern Asia and transporting them to
taAB, Japan. The patientswere

ated by 40 life-like mannequins,

lete with gruesome wounds that

1 make most people cringe.

om Japan, the victimsweretrans-

1 by a446th Aeromedical Evacuation
jron crew to McChord, where they
taken to astaging facility and cared
ive patientswith simulated injuries
then mixed inwith the mannequins
own to Spokane International Airport
oeing Field to test the civilian

er response system in those areas.
ere was avery important addition to
ercisethisyear. It wasthefirst time
‘incorporated the Federal Emergency
gement Agency’s Disaster Mobiliza-
eam.

VIATS consist of civilian volunteersin
us medical fieldswho deploy to an

0 administer and manage treatment

d adisaster occur. In Ultimate

ceus, they were set up as an interface
en the patients coming off the C-17s

in Spokane and the ambulances that were
to take them to civilian hospitals.

According to Maj. John Adams, the
446th AESliaison for military and civilian
personnel, the cooperation was top-notch.

“The overall support was just superb.
Working with the DMAT team was
excellent. Thereweren't any problems
with egos or anything like that,” Major
Adams said.

Gary Linbergh, program director for the
DMAT, expressed similar sentiments.
“This team has been around for alot of
years, and it was key to see how the
integration process went. Asfar as| can
seg, it'san excellent partnership,” he said.

Asidefromworking withthe DMAT,
McChord Airmen filled several other
pivotal rolesin the exercise. Members of
the 86th, 36th, and 62nd Aerial Port
Squadrons built pallets of DMAT equip-
ment, which were taken to Spokane to
establish operationsthere. Airmen
throughout the wing were tasked with
loading litters onto buses, which trans-
ported the wounded to awaiting C-17. In

total, three crewsfrom the 446th AESflew
missions in support of Ultimate Caduceus.

On one of these missions, Airmen
Rembert monitored the condition of her
plastic compatriot. Shewas part of athree-
person Critical CareAir Transportation
team which augmentsthe aeromedical
evacuation mission. It'sthejob of aCCAT
teamto carefor acritical patient on an air
evacuation flight until they get to a
treatment facility; a sort of flying intensive
careunit.

With all of the elementsinvolvedina
large-scale exercise, it would be normal for
thereto beafew quirks. However,
Ultimate Caduceuswas nearly flawless.
Theonly immediate problem for command-
ers on the ground was the fact that more
mannequins arrived at Spokane than
expected. The DMAT pulled through and
treated the unexpected victimsjust 10
minutes behind their initial projection.

“If you' re not flexible, then you
shouldn’'t bein this business. It's all
about change at a moment’s notice,” Major
Adams said.
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New health plan:

ealth care for Reservists gets a
H booster shot April 25. That’'swhena

premium-based health care plan
starts for those activated for a contingency
anytimesince 9/11.

Department of Defense officials an-
nounced Tricare Reserve Select at a Penta-
gon news conference March 24.

“We are committed to providing the
proper combination of compensation and
benefits that will allow usto attract and re-
tain the world's best fighting force,” said
Charles Abell, principal deputy
undersecretary of defensefor personnel and
readiness.

TRSoffersabridgefor Reservists enter-
ing or leaving active duty who are not cov-
ered by a civilian employer or other health

insurance plan. It's similar to Tricare Stan-
dard and comparable to the Blue Cross and
Blue Shield Planfor federal employees.

Monthly premiumsfor areservist are $75.
A Reservist and family pays$233. Premiums
will be adjusted annually.

Air Force Reservists must serve on ac-
tive duty for 90 consecutive days or more
on or after Sept. 11, 2001, in support of a
contingency. And, they must enter an agree-
ment with Air Force Reserve Command to
serveinthe Selected Reservefor one or more
years before leaving active duty. If they got
off active duty, they have until Oct. 28 to
apply.

Reservists earn one year of care for ev-
ery 90 days of continuous active-duty ser-
viceand every year of service commitment.

N[EWES

Some Reservists now eligible for
premium-based medical benefits

For example, Reservists with 360 days of
qualifying active duty can get four years of
coverageif they signup for four yearsinthe
Selected Reserve.

Coverage ends when the service agree-
ment ends. It stops sooner if the Reservist
separatesfrom the Selected Reserve, volun-
tarily withdrawsfrom the program or failsto
pay the monthly premiums.

The  Tricare Web  site -
www.tricare.osd.mil/reserve/reservesel ect -
will have more details. To get updates by e-
mail, Reservistsand families can subscribe
to www.tricare.osd.mil/tricaresubscriptions.

For Reservistsenrolledinthe Transitional
Assistance Management Program, coverage
will start theday after TAMPends. (Air Force
Reserve Command News Service)

C-17 carries extra fuel in rare role

By Master Sgt. Paul Fazzini
@ AMC Public Affairs

ormally, strategic tanker
N aircraft are responsible

for refueling missions.
But, when a snow storm
stranded more than 100 fuel
trucks inbound to bases in the
U.S. Central Command theater of
operations, it was the C-17
Globemaster I11sfromAir Mobil-
ity Command that came to the
rescue.

In less than one week, eight
Globemaster I11s moved more
than 300,000 pounds, roughly
47,000 gallons, of extrajet fuel
into Afghanistan, replenishing
the dangerously low levels of
fuel needed to support air op-
erationsin the theater.

According to Col. Robert
Bruley, Tanker Airlift Control
Center director of operations,
Brig. Gen. Chuck Collier,
USCENTCOM Director of Mo-
bility Forces, contacted TACC
during the first week of Febru-
ary saying Bagram and Kandahar
air bases in Afghanistan would
have no fuel for AMC or theater
aircraft due to a fuel shortage
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caused by a snow storm in the
nearby mountains.

TACC officials responded
immediately by calling on past
experiences.

“We've used aircraft to de-
liver fuel beforeinasimilar situ-
ationwhenweset up Bagram and
Kandahar at the beginning of the
conflict,” said Col. William
Marshall, the senior TACC con-
troller. “Therewas no fuel there
initialy, sowetanker'ditin. Un-
like theinitial set up, we didn’t
haveto off-load thefud into fuel
bladders thistime. Instead, the
fuel was off loaded into fuel
trucks.”

Using aircraft, particularly
C-17s, to support fuel resupply
requirements isn't something
controllers do on a routine ba-
sis, nor isit apreferred method.

“Theideato usethe C-17 was
very unusual and rarely done,”
said Colonel Marshall. “We
looked at KC-135sand KC-10s,
but nonewereavailable. All were
engaged in other missions.”

Even though the tanker air-
craft wereinvolved in other mis-
sion operations, TACC officials
till didn’t haveto generate new

C-17 missions or bump existing
missions in order to meet the
DIRMOBFOR'srequest.

“We used the already sched-
uled C-17 contingency channel
missions, air refueled them en
routewith extrafuel for off-load
intheareaof responsihility, then
refueled on their way out,” said
the colonel.

Theaveragefuel capacity for
the Globemaster is between
170,000 pounds and 240,000
pounds. During the four days of
“refueling,” eight C-17sferriedin

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Scott Sturkol
An R-11 fuels truck rolls across the ramp at Karshi-Khanabad
Air Base, Uzbekistan, behind a C-17 Globemaster lll that is pre-
paring to taxi for takeoff. C-17s were recently used to carry
extra fuel in to the U.S. Central Command, which was running
dangerously low in its supply.

313,000 poundsof extrafuel. Of
significanceto thismission task-
ing is that none of the aircraft
had to carry less cargo in order
to handle the extrafuel.
“Weair-refueled to either the
landing weight capacity of the
C-17 or the capacity of thetanker
to off load fuel. This ended up
between 20,000 and 70,000
poundsof extrafuel per aircraft,”
said Colonel Marshall.
Officialssaid fuel truckswill
continue to be the preferred
method of resupplying a base.



Employer Orientation Day
A glimpse into the life of Reservists

By Master Sgt. Bud McKay briefing by Col. Eric Crabtree, 446th Airlift Wing commander.

@ Wing Public Affairs “1 had no ideahow the (Air Force) Reserveworksbeforel
came out heretoday,” said Lyn Highet, from Skagit Valley
College, who supervises Capt. Libby Itanen of the 446th

Services Flight. “1 had noideayou did so much. | cantell
you though that it makes me feel good that we
can support Libby and the other
Reservigts. | think what | like
thebest islearning how the

peopleintheAir ForceRe-
servetake care of onean-
other. You don't see that

as much in private in-
dustry.”

Once the briefings
wereover, theemploy-
ers headed to a C-17
to meet up with their
Reserviststo take part

in an airdrop mission
over Moses Lake. The
employers were shuttled
into the flight deck along the way to see
the view from up front and to talk with
Colonel Crabtreeabout flying thelarge cargo
jet. And later, when they landed back at Mc-
Chord, the employers had a front-row seat
to watch acombat off-load of two pallets.

Finaly, it wastimefor the employersto
gototheir Reservists individua work sec-
tionsfor get aquick familiarization before

departing for the day.

“1 doalot of active-duty daysout here
and being able to bring my employers
out for these orientation daysisvery im-
portant for me,” said Senior Master Sgt.
Trisha Reithaar, 446th Aircraft Mainte-

nance Squadron and a Boeing em-

ployee. “I"m able to show them what |

dowhenl’'mout here. | lovemyjob (in

the Reserve) and have a lot of fun.

) But with them seeing for themselves

what 1 do... itjust makestheir sup-
port that much better.”

The next Employer Orientation
Day will beOct. 15.

akid on one of the most exciting amusement rides ever

made. But the Boeing supervisor wasn't on any kiddie
ride. Hewas one of amost 30 employersflying on anairdrop
mission for the446th Airlift Wing’ s Employer
Orientation Day April 2.

“I’venever served inthemilitary or spent
agreat deal of time on military bases, so
thisentire day wasvery educational for
me,” Mr. Turner said. “We got to see
and actually go through a (mobil-
ity) processing lineand got to see
some of the equipment the mili-
tary members get when they de-
ployed. The entire day was just
phenomenal.”

Thewing'sEmployer Ori-
entation Day is designed to
give the supervisors of Air
Force Reservistsabasic ori-
entation of what their Re-
servists do when they work
their military job. When the employers
arrived, they processed through a modi-
fied processing line, going through the stations Reserv-
istswould go through if mobilized.

Comcast’s Brian Williams sacrificed himself and vol-
unteered to get dressed in full mission-orientated protec-
tive posture gear so the employers could see every piece
of equipment military members could wear and how it func-
tions. Mr. Turner volunteered to take part in the medical
demonstration for immunizations with Maj. Stacia
Deshon, from the 446th A erospace M edicine Squadron.
Despite an ominous snap of the latex gloves and the
sight of a syringe that could bring down a horse, Mr.
Turner stood brave and ready for the injection.

“1 was starting to wonder if she was really going to
shoot me with that thing,” he said.

Shedidn’t, to Mr. Turner’srelief.

Oncethey were processed, aseries of Reservists in
different specialities demonstrated some of the equip-
ment military members must carry when they deploy.
They received a briefing that told them of the simu-
lated classified location of their deployment site, as
well asashort Air Force Reserve 101 informational

I f youlooked at Carlton Turner’seyes, you' d think hewas

Brian
Williams,
from
Comecast,

and em-

ployer of Tech.
Sgt. Derrick Vigil,
446th Aircraft Mainte-
nance Squadron, gets outfitted in
full protective gear during the April 2 Photo by 1st Lt. Larry Kohiman

Employer Orientation Day here.
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“Who could not
conquer with
such troops as

these?”
— Stonewall Jackson

April
2005

KNOW

On April 14, 1948, the
U.S. Air Force Reserve
was officially desig-
nated. Prior to that,
the National Defense
Act of 1916 authorized
the Aviation Section of
the Signal Corps, a
reserve corps of 2,300
officers and men,
thereby originating the
air reserve.
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Dinner for families of
the deployed

A dinner for families of
deployed Team McChord
servicemembers will be
served April 18 from 6 to 8
p.m. at the McChord Chapel
Support Center. There will be
activities for children, includ-
ing a Dance ... Dance ...
Revolution machine.

To sign up, contact Tech.
Sgt. Ed Norris at 253-982-
3736 or 1-888-984-6724.

Puyallup Spring Fair
offers free admission
Free gate admission is

offered for all active-duty,
Reserve, and retired military
people and their family
members April 17 for the
Puyallup Spring Fair on
Military Appreciation Day.
Valid military ID is required.

Pass & Registration

relocates to Bldg. 100

The 62nd Security Forces
Squadron pass & registration
section is relocating in March
to Bldg. 100, second floor.
The office will be closed
during the move March 14-18.
Vehicle decals and visitors
passes may be obtained from
the McChord Visitor Control
Center, however all other
business will need to wait
until March 21. Pass & ID will
be open during the UTA on
March 19.

Armstrong bracelets

not worn in uniform

According to the Air Force
Personnel Center, the Lance
Armstrong bracelet cannot be
worn in uniform. The yellow
bracelet supporting a cancer
foundation is a noble cause,
however the bracelets does
not meet the conservative
criteria outlined in AFI 36-
2903, Dress and Personal
Appearance of Air Force
Personnel.

Special Olympics
volunteers sought
McChord will be hosting
the 2005 Special Olympics
Opening Ceremonies, Victory
Dance, Victory Happening,

and the family barbecue June
3-5.

About 350 volunteers from
McChord are needed to work
these events. If anyone is
interested in volunteering
please contact Master Sgt.
Mark Cherrix at 253-982-6619
or Senior Master Sgt. Robert
Belletti at 253-982-5377.

Opportunity opens to

attend conventions

The wing is looking for top-
notch Airmen to attend both
the League of United Latin
American Citizens National
Convention on June 28-July 1
in Little Rock, Ark. and the
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.
Convention on Aug. 16-19 in
Orlando, Fla.

Three Airmen will be
picked for both conferences,
where they will provide
testimony about their Air Force
experience at an outreach/
recruiting booth. Ideal
candidates should excel in
their duty performances and
be in their early or mid career.

Nominations must be
approved by their respective
squadron and group com-
manders, and then e-mailed
to Lt. Col. Barbara Henson,
446th AW/IG. For nominee
requirements, call 982-5550.

County seeks Military

Citizen of the Year
The Howard O. Scott
Military Citizen of the Year
Award is presented annually
by the Tacoma-Pierce County
Chamber of Commerce,
honoring a Reservist or
National Guardsman who

demonstrates outstanding
community support. Nomina-
tions in letter format can be
sent to
anna.sullivan@mcchord.af.mil,
no later than May 1. The
award will be presented on
May 17 at the Tacoma

Kiwanis meeting.

Education benefits,

scholarship available
The Air Force Aid Society
will award 4,500 need-based
grants, each worth up to
$1,500. Children of reservists
performing active duty are
eligible to apply. For more
information, go to the AFAS
web site at www.afas.org, or
call (800) 429-9475.
Reservists who have been
mobilized for two consecutive
years and qualify for Mont-
gomery Gl Bill benefits will
now have up to one year after
their call-up to pay the $1,200
lump sum amount. Call 982-
2300 for more information.

Tax credits for

deployed Airmen
Airmen who deployed to
combat zones during the
previous tax year can apply for
tax refunds based on earned
income tax credits, as well as
additional child tax credits.
Servicemembers may be
eligible to receive a refund,
even if all of their pay was
earned in a tax free zone.

Paralegal position

open on wing staff
The 446th Airlift Wing legal
office has an open E-6 slot for

THE
MONTH OF THE

MILITARY,

CHILD
\




Photo by Staff Sgt. Dawn Bolen
Second Lt. Wendell Morgan wears protective Kevlar shorts be-
ing tested by the Air Force. The shorts minimize fragment dam-
age from the waistline to the knees. Lieutenant Morgan is a
flight officer with the 1st Security Forces Squadron, Langley
AFB, Va.

a paralegal craftsman.
Interested applicants should
contact Lt. Col. Stephen
Geringer or Tech. Sgt. John
Pestinger at 982-6587.

Passes to theme

parks free to military
Anheuser-Busch again will
open the gates to its
SeaWorld, Busch Gardens
and Sesame Place theme
parks for free as a way of
saying thanks to servicemem-
bers and their families. The
company’s latest promotion,
dubbed “Here’s to the
Heroes,” offers a free single-
day admission to all service-

members and as many as
three “direct dependents.”
The offer runs through Dec.
31. Eligible servicemembers
can register for free admis-
sion online or in the entrance
plaza of participating parks.

Motorcycle safety

course available here
The Experience Motorcycle
Rider Course is conducted by
the 62nd Airlift Wing every
third Friday of the month from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Personal
protective requirements can
be found in AFI 91-207. To
register, call 982-2154.

Promotions

Colonel
Jon Huguley, 446th MXG

Captain
Patrick Smith, 728th AS
Michael Komorous, 97th AS

Master Sergeant
Leonard Iredale, 446th AMXS

Senior Airman
Ross Miller, 446th ASTS

Airmen First Class
King Ellis, 446th MXS
Maria Miller, 446th MSS

Newcomers

Lieutenant Colonel
Michael Alder, 446th ASTS

Major
Michael Haedt, 313th AS
Jennifer McCleve, 446th AMDS

Captain
Medori Hill, 446th AES

First Lieutenant
Andrew Burke, 97th AS

Technical Sergeant
Candice Newberry, 446th AES

Staff Sergeant

Shirley Arnold, 446th MSS
Bernardo Brooks, 36th APS
Chris Edwards, 446th MXS
Todd Lemke, 446th CES
Jack Meyers, 446th AMXS
Kylee Munn, 86th APS
Shawn Simon, 446th CES
Philip Williams, 446th AMXS

Senior Airman
Dean Burke, 446th MSS

athcart, 313th AS
Yvonne Chase, 446th ASTS
Kristina Hall, 446th CES
William Hicks, 446th MXS
Macord Johnson, 446th CES
Robert Jones, 446th AMDS
Harold Smith, 446th CES
Elliott Standish, 446th AMXS
Paul Strattford, 446th MXS

Airman First Class

Rae Baleros, 446th AMXS
Jeffrey Bettner, 97th AS
Stephen Boynton, 86th APS
Stacy Harris, 446th ASTS
Alexander Kincaid, 446th AMXS
Andrew Simonsen, 446th AMXS
Damien Winston, 446th MSS

Airman

Michael Agtonton, 446th MXS
Nathan Kirkwood, 446th ASTS
Melissa Klaiber, 446th ASTS

Airman Basic
Melissa Petruzelli, 446th CES
Alicia Robinson, 97th AS

Retirements

Chief Master Sergeant
Robert Abbey, 446th CES
Benny King, 36th APS

Senior Master Sergeant
Joseph Spaulding, 446th CES
Larry Vittum-Jones, 728th AS

Master Sergeant

Scott Alexander, 446th AMDS
William King, 446th MXS
Michele Lish, 446th MXS
Robert Norton, 446th CES
Mary Parks, 446th AMXS
Jeffrey Trimble, 446th MXS

Technical Sergeant

Sonja Gasselin, 36th APS
Somsak Phimchinda, 446th AMXS
Leon White, 446th MXS
Robert Williams, 446th AMXS

%

William Budge, 97th AS
Peter Capper, 728th AS
Charles Corrigan, 313th AS
TImothy Davis, 728th AS

Major Selects

%

Christine Harris, 446th ASTS
Diana Hunt, 446th ASTS
Roger Law, 446th AMXS
Eric Stahl, 728th AS
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By Staff Sgt. Corinna Quick
€ 62nd AW Public Affairs

o0 Team McChord
members are suiting up
and getting ready for

some smash mouth football as
part of alocal semi-professional
league.

Their names? Crystal and
Elizabeth.

Elizabeth Carroll, astaff
sergeant with the 446th
Maintenance Squadron, and
Crystal Sanderson, a staff
sergeant with the Western Air
Defense Sector, are practicing
for their first season with the
TacomaMajestics, asemi-pro
women'’sfootball team.

Sanderson played on the
WADSflag football team asa
part of the McChord intramural
sports program, but left the
team to start conditioning with
thefull contact women’steam.

“1 was playing for the
WADS flag team and was
becoming tired of always being
the only girl playing with the
guys.”

Carrall, awidereceiver and

for some football?

cornerback, is playing for the
first time not only on an
organized football team, but
on any team. She has been
practicing since November.

“My favorite thing about
playing on thisteamis
playing ateam sport with a
lot of like-minded women,”
Carroll said. “[They are]
women who loveto play hard
and have fun at the same
time.”

Timothy Smart, alieuten-
ant colonel and commander
of the 62nd Comptroller
Squadron, ison the sideline
asthe TacomaMajestics
head coach. He has been
coaching for about 18 years
at different levels.

Thisyear the Mgjestics
roster isthe largest it has
ever been with more than 30
players.

TheMajestics' 21-1 record
reflectsthe team’s dedica-
tion. I likebeing on ateam
with awinning tradition,”
said Carroll. “We have only
lost one regular season game
inthreeyears.”

Fra

Photo by Kristin Royalty

Elizabeth Carroll catches a pass during practice with the Tacoma
Majestics women'’s football team.
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